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Driving is a basic activ-

ity of everyday life for 

most Americans. You 

drive to work, to 

school, to the grocery 

store — sometimes all 

in one day. In fact, 

Americans are driving 

more miles now than 

ever before. In 2015, 

Americans drove 3.15 

trillion miles, equivalent to 337 round trips from Earth 

to Pluto. 

 

With more drivers, come more accidents. This past 

year may have been the deadliest on the nation’s roads 

in nearly a decade. The National Safety Council esti-

mates that as many as 40,000 people died in motor 

vehicle crashes in 2016 — a 6 percent increase from 

the year prior. For something the average person does 

so often, shouldn’t we focus more energy on doing it 

safely?  

 

Now is the time to raise our awareness for safe driv-

ing. Oct. 2-6 is Drive Safely Work Week, sponsored 

by the Network of Employers for Traffic Safety 

(NETS). NETS is a road safety organization focused 

on preventing traffic incidents on and off the job site. 

 

The three main causes of driving fatalities are alcohol, 

speeding and distracted driving. There always have 

been relatively consistent laws on impaired driving 

and speed limits, but with the constant evolution of 

technology, drivers tend to overlook the distracted 

driving regulations. 

 

Talking on the phone, applying makeup and looking 

up directions are all forms of distracted driving. Each 

day in the United States, nine people are killed in 

crashes that reportedly involve a distracted driver.  

Here are five steps to follow to avoid distractions dur-

ing your commute: 

 

1. Avoid temptation — Turn off your phone or put it 

in the glove box or center console to avoid talking or 

texting. If you need to make an emergency call, it’s 

best to pull over safely before doing so. 

Stay alert — Change your everyday routes so your 

mind has to concentrate on where you’re heading. 

Make a full mirror sweep with your eyes every 5-6 

seconds to monitor your surroundings and stay vigi-

lant. 

2. Have a plan — Know where you’re going and how 

to get there before you get behind the wheel. Use navi-

gation tools with audio and set them up before leaving 

for your destination. 

3. Avoid multitasking— Eating and drinking or ap-

plying makeup in the car may seem like a time-saver, 

but it’s not worth the risk. Take the time to get every-

thing settled before you start driving. 

4. Help others — Never text someone who you know 

is driving. When you call someone, always ask if 

they’re driving. If they are, assure them you will call 

them back another time when they are not on the road.  

 

Participating in Drive Safely Work Week is just the 

beginning to making safe driving an everyday practice 

for life. Whether you are driving on public roads or 

through a NASA center, it’s pertinent to obey all traf-

fic laws to avoid causing an accident.  

 

Remember, there are millions of drivers sharing the 

road with you at any given time. Just as you’re relying 

on them to be safe drivers, they are trusting others on 

the road too. Be the one they can count on. 

 

View the NASA Safety Center’s Transportation Safety 

page for more information on driving safely and trans-

portation incidents at NASA.  
 
 

Drive Safely Work Week 

October 2 – 6, 2017 

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/pressroom/fhwa1607.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/pressroom/fhwa1607.cfm
http://www.nsc.org/NewsDocuments/2017/12-month-estimates.pdf
http://trafficsafety.org/road-safety-resources/drive-safety-work-week/
https://sma.nasa.gov/vids/video-item/the-dangers-of-distracted-driving
https://nsc.nasa.gov/news/detail/focus-on-the-road-not-on-distractions
https://www.cdc.gov/motorvehiclesafety/distracted_driving/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/motorvehiclesafety/distracted_driving/index.html
http://trafficsafety.org/?ddownload=18894
https://nsc.nasa.gov/topics/transportation-safety
https://nsc.nasa.gov/topics/transportation-safety
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The NASA Safety Center 

(NSC) has released the 

NASA Mishap Infor-

mation System (NMIS) 

Quick Entry Mishap and 

Hazard Reporting app to 

allow NASA employees to 

report incidents from anywhere at any time. 

The app became available on August 11 for 

Apple iOS and Android mobile devices.  

 

NMIS is a custom-developed web repository 

for agency mishap, close call and hazard rec-

ords. The NMIS Quick Entry Mishap and Haz-

ard Reporting app mimics the functions of 

NMIS’ desktop quick report feature, but it al-

lows any NASA employee to report incidents 

via a mobile device with photographs.  

 

“The app will allow employees a way to report 

in the field a hazard or mishap event in NMIS 

and to document the condition through the 

ability to capture a photograph from a mobile 

device,” Mishap Investigation Support Office 

Manager Ken O’Connor explained. “NASA 

has a strong reporting culture, and the app 

helps to strengthen that culture by providing 

employees with an additional tool.” 

 

When using the app users are prompted to rec-

ord when the event occurred, where it oc-

curred and what happened. They also have the 

option of taking a photo in the app or upload-

ing one from their phone's photo gallery. To 

respect privacy and to accurately depict the in-

cident, photos should not include the injured 

person and should not be staged.  

 

“Many well-known safety experts stress that 

incidents and hazards must be easy to report in 

order to achieve a strong Safety Culture,” NSC 

System Safety Engineer Steve Lilley said. 

“What could be easier than pulling out your 

smartphone? And the built-in photo capability 

of most smartphones allows the user to send a 

real-time record of any hazard at the scene.” 

 

Improve the safety of your center and the en-

tire agency by downloading the app now 

through the NASA app store. For help down-

loading the app, watch the NASA App Store 

Tutorial.  

 

To see more information on NMIS and the 

NMIS Quick Entry Mishap and Hazard Re-

porting app, visit the NMIS homepage and 

watch the NMIS Quick Entry Mishap and 

Hazard Reporting mobile app video. The 

NMIS homepage also includes a User 

Guide, FAQ section and other helpful re-

sources. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NASA Releases NMIS Quick Entry and Hazard Reporting App 

https://nsc.nasa.gov/Videos/videoitem/nasa-app-store
https://nsc.nasa.gov/Videos/videoitem/nasa-app-store
https://nsc.nasa.gov/nmis
http://nsc.nasa.gov/Videos/nmis-quick-entry-app
http://nsc.nasa.gov/Videos/nmis-quick-entry-app
https://nsc.nasa.gov/docs/default-source/mishaps/nmis-docs/nmis-user-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=4
https://nsc.nasa.gov/docs/default-source/mishaps/nmis-docs/nmis-user-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=4
https://nsc.nasa.gov/mishaps/nasa-mishap-information-system/nmis-faq
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2018 Environmental Management System (EMS) 

High Priorities 

Have you ever wondered how Wallops arrives at the Environmental Management System (EMS) 

High Priorities each year?  Every August all environmental programs are scored based on their risk to 

safety and health, natural and cultural resources, legal and regulatory, mission and institution capabil-

ity, reputation and stakeholder interest, cost, and mission schedule as well as the probability that the 

impact or benefit will occur during the upcoming fiscal year. After review by a project team of repre-

sentatives from various NASA, contractor, and tenant organizations, WFF Senior management ap-

proved the 2018 High Priorities on September 14, 2017.  The 2018 High Priorities are: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Goddard’s EMS policy is found in 

GPD 8500.1. The policy can be eas-

ily restated by remembering to con-

sider the environment in your daily 

job.   

 

Your commitment, to use recycling 

containers, turn off lights, keep haz-

ardous waste containers closed, and 

report spills, maintains and im-

proves the Wallops ecosystem. 
 

The current high priorities and the 

policy are two items each em-

ployee should be able to describe 

in an audit.  

Environmental Management System Policy  
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