
February 2023 — 130th Edition  

Safety and Environmental Newsletter 

Safety Editor: Peter Dell 

 

 Carjackings are on the rise, and most of us never imagine that we could be the victim of a 
violent crime. It’s tempting to:  

 Start your car on a cold morning and let it idle while you run back into the house  

 Leave your car running while you run into a convenience store “just for a second”  

 Leave your car running while you drop off someone at the airport and get out to help 
with their luggage 

 Leave your keys in the ignition while you pump gas 

 

 Here are a few tips to help avoid carjackings:  

 Never leave your car with the keys in the ignition and/or with the engine running, 
even “just for a second” 

 Park in well-lit areas and be aware of your surroundings  

 Lock your doors when driving  

 Be suspicious of anyone sitting in a nearby car  

 Don’t be afraid to ask for a security guard to escort you to your car  

 Don’t stop for stranded strangers along the road. Note their location and pull over in 
a safe place to call for help.  

 

 Here are a few safety tips on Battery Storage:  

 Store batteries in original packaging  

 Purchase battery organizer to keep batteries separated if necessary  

 Keep button batteries away from small children (choking hazard)  

 Single use alkaline batteries can be disposed in household trash 

 Dispose of rechargeable batteries by recycling them 

 
*Find more information about types of batteries used in households and how to manage them,    

  visit     https://www.epa.gov/recycle/used-household-batteries 
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Do I need an air permit for this? 

Whether you are a program manager, a maintenance technician, a facilities rep, or even a visiting 
customer, you might need an air permit for your project. In a lot of instances, such as a new chemi-
cal process or the installation of a new generator or gas-fired water heater, this might seem obvious 
to the end user. However, there are also other situations, such as replacement of a fuel-burning sys-
tem with an identical unit, changing the fuel or chemical used for a system, or use of a portable/
mobile power source, that might also require analysis to determine whether or not an air permit is 
required. 

 

What is an air permit? 

The Clean Air Act (1970 with major revisions in 1977 and 1990) establishes the 
overall standards for maintaining and improving air quality and preventing the 
adverse impacts of air pollution on people and the environment. The Environ-
mental Protection Agency then establishes federal regulations and requirements 
based on these standards. Each state is required to develop and maintain a State 
Implementation Plan (SIP) explaining how it will meet the standards for air quali-
ty set in the federal Clean Air Act. States, in turn, rely on their departments of 
environmental quality or health to implement SIPs through state regulations and 
adopted federal requirements. Note that states must be at least as stringent as 

the federal rules. In fact, states can have more stringent requirements, such as Maryland’s require-
ment for emission testing of vehicles. 

Regardless of the regulatory driver, one common element of all state air 
quality programs is the requirement to permit or register sources of air 
pollution. The owner of an air pollution source must perform an analysis 
of the regulatory requirements affecting the source. Based on that analy-
sis, they will either request that a source be exempted from permitting or 
determine that the source is subject to permitting. Sources subject to 
permitting require a permit application to be submitted to the local au-
thority. Sometimes the permitting authority should be contacted before 
purchasing equipment or changing a process to ensure that there are no 
requirements (cost or operational) that would make a certain type of 
equipment non-viable. Permits must be acquired before any air pollution 
source is installed by the owner.  
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What sources need air permits?  

The types of sources subject to air permitting varies depending on 
many factors. Some of these include: 

• Type(s) and/or volume of fuel or chemicals used; 

• Temporary or permanent nature; 

• Size or power rating of the source; 

• Location of the source; and 

• Proposed amount of time of throughput. 

Typically, sources are regulated because they have the potential to emit large amounts of criteria 
pollutants (like oxides of nitrogen or particulate matter) or even small amounts of hazardous 
(sometimes called toxic) air pollutants. As a result, air regulations and permitting requirements can 
apply to a wide variety of sources. It is best to first check with Code 250 to determine whether or 
not an air permit could be required before planning for or ordering a piece of equipment or chemi-
cal. This is especially true because the permitting process can be lengthy and, again, must be com-
pleted before the source is installed. 

 

How do I know if my source needs an air permit? 

The first step for any project that involves new equipment or chemicals, replacement of equipment 
or chemicals, construction, or demolition is to submit a MOSI Environmental and Safety Review 
(E&SR) checklist. This can be easily done by accessing the following website and clicking “Submit 
New Project”: 

https://mosi.ndc.nasa.gov/EnvironmentalSafetyReview/index.xhtml 

This simple process allows you to enter general information about your project and environmental 
staff to ask follow-up questions to determine what kinds of permissions or permits (if any) are  

required. 

https://mosi.ndc.nasa.gov/EnvironmentalSafetyReview/index.xhtml
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Some recent examples of projects submitted through the MOSI E&SR checklist process that received 
guidance (and sometimes assistance) for air permitting requirements include: 

• Green hydrazine ops at V-055 (Code 597) 

• Grit-blasting of the N-165 water tower (Code 228) 

• Metal sintering machine at E-109 (Code 548) 

• Temporary boiler use for the E loop (Code 227) 

• Mobile radar compound construction (Code 840) 

• Relocating the D-008 generator (Code 228) 

 

In most of these cases, air permitting was determined not to be re-
quired, but in some cases that was true only as long as steps were 
taken by the source owner/operator to limit the time, use, or 
throughput of sources. In a few cases, additional documentation 
and/or permitting was determined to be required. Each case is 
different, which is why it is important that projects are reviewed. 

In addition, you may own or operate a piece of equipment that was 
installed without a permit applicability review. In these cases, it is 
imperative that you contact Code 250 to ensure the source is evalu-
ated ASAP. 

Of course, if you have specific questions about your project, or would like more information about 
the possible permitting requirements for a potential project, feel free to contact Code 250 Air Pro-
gram Manager, Mike Bonsteel, at michael.c.bonsteel@nasa.gov. When in doubt, ask! If you’re not 
sure, just call! The GSFC Air Quality Program is dedicated to helping others at the Center be more 
aware of permitting requirements and to working with you to meet mission requirements without 
regulatory delays, violations, fines or sacrificing the excellent quality of our air. 

mailto:michael.c.bonsteel@nasa.gov
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