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National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration   

Goddard Space Flight Center 
Wallops Flight Facility 
Wallops Island, VA  23337 
 

 Reply to Attn of: 250.W 
  October 9, 2009 
 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Indian Affairs  
1849 C Street N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 
 
 
Dear Sir or Madam: 
 
In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended, the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) is preparing an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) to analyze potential impacts associated with an increase in 
conventional suborbital scientific balloon missions.  For over 25 years, NASA has 
operated conventional, suborbital balloon launches from the Columbia Scientific Balloon 
Facility (CSBF) located in Fort Sumner, New Mexico and Palestine, Texas.  NASA 
proposes to increase the number of conventional balloon missions from CSBF Fort 
Sumner from 15 launches to 25 launches annually.  Conventional suborbital scientific 
balloons launched from the CSBF Palestine would continue at approximately 6 balloon 
missions per year. 

Conventional suborbital balloons are used to conduct scientific studies.  The balloon 
system includes a helium-filled balloon, a parachute, and payload.  Scientific balloons 
can reach altitudes of 42 kilometers (26 miles), carry payloads up to 3,600 kilograms 
(8,000 pounds), and stay aloft for up to 36 hours.  The balloon and payload are 
monitored throughout the duration of the mission by CSBF staff.  Once the scientific 
data is collected, a radio command is sent from the ground station to separate the 
payload from the balloon.  The payload, with an attached parachute, descends back to 
the ground. The balloon is terminated and descends separately.  A team consisting of 3 
to 4 CSBF personnel and 1 to 2 scientists is dispatched to collect the balloon, 
parachute, and payload.  The enclosed figure provides a 10-year history of balloon and 
payload collection points for launches from both Fort Sumner and Palestine. 

NASA is requesting input from other federal and state agencies on the proposal.  We 
respectfully request that you provide comments or concerns by November 9, 2009; 
however, we will consider comments received at any time during the environmental 
process to the extent possible.
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Please contact me at (757) 824-2319 or Ms. Shari Silbert at (757) 824-2327 if you have 
any questions or require any additional information. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Joshua A. Bundick 
Lead, Environmental Planning  
 
Enclosure 
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National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration   

Goddard Space Flight Center 
Wallops Flight Facility 
Wallops Island, VA  23337 
 

 Reply to Attn of: 250.W 
 March 22, 2010 
 
Dr. Jeffrey Blythe 
THPO 
Jicarilla Apache Nation 
P.O. Box 507 
Dulce, NM   87528-0507 
 
 
Dear Dr. Blythe: 
 
In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended, the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) is preparing an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) to analyze potential impacts associated with an increase in 
conventional suborbital scientific balloon missions.  For over 25 years, NASA has 
operated conventional, suborbital balloon launches from the Columbia Scientific Balloon 
Facility (CSBF) located in Fort Sumner, New Mexico and Palestine, Texas.  NASA 
proposes to increase the number of conventional balloon missions from CSBF Fort 
Sumner from 15 launches to 25 launches annually.  Conventional suborbital scientific 
balloons launched from the CSBF Palestine would continue at approximately 6 balloon 
missions per year. 
Conventional suborbital balloons are used to conduct scientific studies.  The balloon 
system includes a helium-filled balloon, a parachute, and payload.  Scientific balloons 
can reach altitudes of 42 kilometers (26 miles), carry payloads up to 3,600 kilograms 
(8,000 pounds), and stay aloft for up to 36 hours.  The balloon and payload are 
monitored throughout the duration of the mission by CSBF staff.  Once the scientific 
data is collected, a radio command is sent from the ground station to separate the 
payload from the balloon.  The payload, with an attached parachute, descends back to 
the ground. The balloon is terminated and descends separately.  A team consisting of 3 
to 4 CSBF personnel and 1 to 2 scientists is dispatched to collect the balloon, 
parachute, and payload.  The enclosed figure provides a 10-year history of balloon and 
payload collection points for launches from both Fort Sumner and Palestine. 
As balloons and payloads have infrequently descended onto tribal lands (Enclosure 1), 
NASA is requesting input from local tribal officers on the proposal.  We respectfully 
request that you provide comments or concerns by April 22, 2010; however, we will 
consider comments received at any time during the environmental process to the extent 



possible.  Additionally, to facilitate an expeditious recovery of a balloon or payload from 
tribal lands, we request that you provide a point of contact for future coordination. 
 
Please contact me at (757) 824-2319 or Ms. Shari Silbert at (757) 824-2327 if you have 
any questions or require any additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Joshua A. Bundick 
Lead, Environmental Planning  
 
Enclosure 
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 White Mountain Apache Tribe Heritage Program 

PO Box 507 Fort Apache,AZ 85926 
1 (928) 338-3033 Fax: (928) 338-6055 

 
 

To:                 Joshua A. Bundick, NASA Lead Environmental Planning 
Date:             April 21, 2010 
Project:         EA to analyze possible effects from the Conventional Suborbital Scientific Balloons. 
........................................................................................................................................... 
 
The White Mountain Apache Historic Preservation Office (THPO) appreciates receiving information 
on the proposed project, dated    April 13, 2010    In regards to this, please attend to the checked items 
below. 
►   There is no need to send additional information unless project planning or implementation 
results in the discovery of sites and/or items having known or suspected Apache Cultural affiliation. 
 
   The proposed project is located within an area of probable cultural or historical importance to the 
White Mountain Apache Tribe (WMAT). As part of the effort to identify historical properties that 
maybe affected by the project we recommend an ethno-historic study and interviews with Apache 
Elders. The Cultural Resource Director, Mr. Ramon Riley would be the contact person at (928) 338-
4625 should this become necessary. 
 
►  Please refer to the attached additional notes in regards to the proposed project: 
 
We have received and reviewed the information regarding the proposed development of an 
Environmental Assessment to analyze potential impacts associated with an increase in conventional 
suborbital scientific balloon missions and we've determined the proposed project to increase the 
number of launches  will  not have an effect on the White Mountain Apache tribe's Cultural Heritage 
Resources and/or historic properties. In conclusion, should it become necessary to contact tribal 
officials for retrieving such equipments from tribal lands you may contact myself and/or the tribe's 
Game & Fish Department at (928) 338-4385. 
 
We look forward to continued collaborations in the protection and preservation of places of cultural 
and historical significance. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
Mark T. Altaha 
White Mountain Apache Tribe  
Historic Preservation Officer 
Email: markaltaha@wmat.nsn.us  

mailto:markaltaha@wmat.nsn.us�
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